GUIDE TO USING THESE ON-LINE RESEARCH RESOURCES @ http://co.curry.or.us/Departments/Surveyor 

Last updated: Oct. 25, 2016

Internet Explorer for a web browser works well.

Please keep in mind that some of these files are large and may require some time for loading.  You will also need a viewer like Adobe Reader for .pdf file and something like Irfanview for opening .jpg files. NOTE: Underlying Assessor Maps may be out-of-date.

MAP INDEXES:  (This will show any surveys on parcels in your area) NOTE:  The underlying assessor map is probably not the current assessor map.  If you want the current map, go to: http://www.ormap.net/index.cfm?opt=maplist or, the Curry County Assessor.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]You need your Assessor Map Number and Tax Lot Number.  The first two numbers are the Township your property is in.  All of the Townships in Curry County are South.  Find the map box with your Township.
· Use the dropdown box to find the Range (all are west) and the particular map number in the section of land where your parcel is located.
· Click on it, and it brings it to the top.  Click on the ‘Go’ to the right of the box.  If it doesn’t open, you might have to click on the ‘open’ box at the bottom of your screen.
· Find your tax lot and you will see the surveys around it.  Some of them have “c.s.” in front of the numbers.  The first number is the Township.  The next number is the sequential number for its filing.  Even if your parcel does not show a survey, some of the surrounding surveys may have survey information that could cover your property.  If your parcel is near the edge of a page, look on the referenced page – there might be a survey that would help.  Write these survey numbers down as you’ll need them for the next step. Always check the Assessor’s Parcel Map (APM) index page for the Township or Section, for large area surveys may only be shown on them.
· Please keep in mind that not all private property in Curry County, has been surveyed, as much of the property was created by deed only; before Planning Laws.  A description and conveyance of this type may not have the actual property corners marked or surveyed.
· When researching, maps covering big areas may be singularly listed on the Township Index or Section Index maps. Sometimes the reference you need will be on a BLM map, Old ‘Not Filed’ Maps, Road Indexes or Corner Records – these are not in the index and your research will take you to the links below.
· If the reference you have written down is a SURVEY, you will need to go to the MAP OF SURVEYS page.
· If the reference is a PLAT, it is a parcel map or subdivision, and you will go to PLAT MAPS.  The plats are preceded by the year it was recorded and then the sequential number assigned for filing.
· If the reference is preceded by an “E” it is a Charles Echols Map and you will find a link to those below.


MAP OF SURVEYS:  (Filed maps – including those prepared for Property Line Adjustments)
· Go to the Township column your parcel is located in.
· Click on the dropdown box and click on the survey number.
· The survey number should appear in the box; click on the ‘Go’ to the right of the box and it should bring your survey up (you might have to click on the ‘open’ box at the bottom of your screen).
· A map reference preceded by an “E” is a Charles Echols Map.  Please click on the list of Charles Echols Maps.
· Use your viewer to zoom in or print.
· Note:  There may be duplicate numbers as many images were scanned as .jpeg files before being converted to .pdf files.
· We maintain a list in the office of all Maps of Survey showing the Township, Range, Section, type of survey, who the survey was for, Surveyor’s name and year filed.  

PLAT MAPS:   (Subdivisions, Partitions, etc.)

· Click on the dropdown box and click on the Plat number.
· The Plat should appear in the box and you can click the ‘Go’ to the right of the box and it should bring your survey up; you might have to click on the ‘open’ box at the bottom of your screen.
· Use your viewer to zoom in or print.
· Note:  There may be duplicate numbers as many images were scanned as .jpeg files before being converted to .pdf files.

PLAT INDEX:   In order to get the Plat Name Index on-line, we decided to combine it into one large file. Simply scroll down to your letter in the alphabetized list and look for the Plat name.
· We have an index of Plats, by year filed in the office, if needed.  Eventually, we will scan this and put it online.

GOV’T PLATS & NOTES:  (We’re working on getting these online.)  The BLM regional office was kind enough to provide us with DVD’s of all of their surveys in Curry County. The link to those Plats & Notes should be faster than using the BLM’s website at http://www.blm.gov/or/landrecords/survey/ySrvy1.php
I found an instance where they sent the notes, but the plat was missing, so it might be a good idea to verify the notes on this site with the BLM site.

CADASTRAL SURVEY HISTORICAL MANUALS AND HANDBOOKS:
http://www.ntc.blm.gov/krc/viewresource.php?courseID=538

2009 MANUAL OF INSTRUCTIONS:
http://www.blm.gov/style/medialib/blm/wo/MINERALS__REALTY__AND_RESOURCE_PROTECTION_/W0350/cadastral_pdfs/Next_Edition_Manual.Par.27954.File.dat/ManualOfSurveyingInstructions2009ElectronicUnofficialAndSubjectToChnageOrCorrection060414.pdf

DRAFT MAP REVIEW POLICY:  We are still working on the proposed ordinance given at this link.  You can email or mail a draft of your map for review.  The County Surveyor will review it as soon as possible (usually within a few days) and email his comments.   
CORNER RECORD INFORMATION:  Over the past 100 years, Curry County Surveyors have used different methods to record PLSS corner work. In order to be thorough when looking for evidence of PLSS corners, it is suggested you do the following:

· Start with the first Corner Records that began in 1986.
· Go to the OLDER C.R’S INDEX and carefully follow the instructions to find the ledger entry for the particular corner on the Volumes referenced. This corner work was generally done between the 1890’s to 1965.
· Go to the OLDER C.R.’S INDEX FOR VOL. 17. This is a different format, so take note of the page number on the index, and go to Volume 17 for the ledger entry. This corner work was generally done between 1965 to about 1986. 
· In addition to these links, please look at the Map Indexes and check surveys that may show corner information. As department funds and time allow, we will be updating these maps to the corner records. 
· For additional research, go to the BLM  website to find other useful information like copies of Homestead Patents, at http://www.blm.gov/or/landrecords/survey/ySrvy1.php

CORNER RECORD INDEX:  Note:  As mentioned above, you should also check the Maps of Survey to see if they contain corner information not shown on the Corner Records.  Don’t forget to check the BLM notes for resurveys and completion surveys.
· This index is strictly for the Corner Records on file of the Public Land Survey System (PLSS) of Section Corners and lesser corners within the section.
· Click on the dropdown box and go to the Township and Range of the Township you are interested in.
· The .pdf of the Township should appear in the box; click on the ‘Go’ to the right of the box and it should bring your picture up; you might have to click on the ‘open’ box at the bottom of your screen.
· The heavy dots in the picture of the Township illustrate where there are Corner Records.  Note the letter to the left on that line and the number above on that line.
· Go back to the CORNER RECORDS index.

CORNER RECORDS:  
· Click on the dropdown box and go to the Township - Range – letter – number of the card you are looking for.
· Click on the ‘Go’ to the right of the box and it should bring up the picture of the corner card; you might have to click on the ‘open’ box at the bottom of your screen.

1st COUNTY SURVEYOR INDEX:  (This is the index for Volumes 1, 2 and 10)  
Volumes 1 & 2 are GLO notes.  In Volume 10 are Subdivision and resurveys in Townships 30 – 34 and the Coast Meridian, Township 31S, between Ranges 14 & 15W.  In Volume 2 are Surveys of portions of 7th Standard Parallel, Resurveys, and Subdivisions of Township 32. 
· All of these can be found on GOV’T PLATS & NOTES.


OLDER C.R.’s INDEX T. 30 – T. 35 & OLDER C.R.’s INDEX T. 36 – T. 41 C.R.’s stand for Corner Records.  Corner Records show information about Public Land Survey Corners such as the character of the monument, witness objects, etc.  We had to break this into two files to get it to link. This is the old ‘Index to Field Notes/Government Surveys and Restored Corners’ maintained by previous County Surveyors.  Scroll down to your Township/Range of interest.  
· After you open the Township you are interested in, you will see the notes made on the various corners referenced.  Note the COLOR of the number and look at the top of the page.  The color will denote the Volume and whether it refers to Government Survey Notes (after most of the original surveys) HES/DLC surveys, Mineral Claim information, or Restored Corners.  After opening that volume, go to the page in one of the volumes below that you noted in the entry, and locate the information.
· Volumes 1 - 8 are old original & resurvey government survey notes.  You can locate this information on our website link GOV’T PLATS & NOTES.
· Volume 9 is Corner Restoration work written from about 1890 to 1964 by various County Surveyors.  Note: pages shown in the index for pages 252 to 531 can be found in Volume 14.
· Volume 10 has additional County Surveyor Public Land information performed in the 1950’s & 1960’s.
· Volume 11 has Mineral Claim information, dependent resurvey of T.32S, R.10W, dated 1917, Donation Land Claims (DLC) and some Homestead Entry Surveys (HES). 
· Volumes 12 – 13 are old Government Dependent resurvey notes.  This information can be found in GOV’T PLATES & NOTES on our website.
· Volume 14 is a continuation of Volume 9, pages 252 to 531 covering Corner Records by the County Surveyor from the 1950’s to the 1980’s.
· Volume 15 has Donation Land Claim notes, County & Private Surveyors Records (Old Volume 1 & 2).  Maps & notes for DLC surveys done for the Government Land Office or BLM are best found in the Government Plats & Notes files.
· Volume 16 is Government Resurvey Notes. Information found on our website link: GOV’T PLATS & NOTES. 
· Homestead Entry Surveys (HES) are scattered in Volumes 4, 5, 6, 8, 9 & 11.

OLDER C.R.’s INDEX FOR VOL. 17:  Volume 17 has its own index.  The first page is an index to locate the page number for the Township & Range of interest.  Go to that page and note the number/numbers for that corner, then go to the actual records below.

OLDER CORNER RECORDS VOL. 17:  These are County Surveyor Notes of more Corner Restoration work.  First, scroll down to the Township of interest.  Range information is found on the notes.  You sometimes need to go to the beginning of that series of entries to see the Range number.  You will find the page number you noted in the index above, in the ‘chains’ column of that page.  If there are two numbers, you will find one of the numbers, references an earlier visit and the monument notes likely changed with the later visit.


COUNTY ROAD LIST:  This is a list of Road surveys on file in this office.  It will give you the name of the road and the corresponding number.  The Curry County Road Department has more extensive road information on file and should be contacted for additional information. We are working on indexing and scanning these images.

STATE HIGHWAY ROAD INDEX:  This is a list of State Highway surveys on file in this office. Rolled maps are located behind the Surveyor’s desk.

Many rolled ODOT maps for old Oregon Coast Highway and Highway 101 are filed in the back of the Surveyor’s Office.  You are welcome to come in and look.  If you call us to request this information, we will be glad to check to see if a map is available for your area of concern.

OLD ‘NOT-FILED’ MAPS:  These maps have been scanned and indexed on the Map Indexes file; however, we’re waiting for IT help or a new website to link them to the internet.  In the meantime, please call or come in to examine these maps.  On the map indexes, the number is preceded with a “U”.

CHARLES ECHOLS’ SURVEYS:  Charlie Echols was a Surveyor in the area in the 1930’s – 1950’s.  He was County Surveyor in the 1930’s. Echol’s available maps, have been indexed and are on the ‘MAP INDEXES’ link on our website.  There are preceded by an “E” and are listed here.  These maps have been scanned and indexed on the Map Indexes file; however, we’re waiting for IT help or a new website to link them to the internet.

UNFILED MAPS (EXCEL FILE):  These are old maps that have been accumulating around the Surveyor’s Office.  Many of them have historical and useful boundary information on them that is not available anywhere else.  In most cases, it was not practical to scan them, so they have been indexed in an Excel file for your use.  

COUNTY SURVEYOR WORK YEAR 1878-1908 includes:
· Surveys to locate claims in unsurveyed land
· Stubbed in corners
· Establishment of various private property lines
· Early PLSS retracement, perpetuation and witness objects
· Some of these surveys, John Fitzhugh notes are “imperfect”
· Lots of old interesting references to early wagon roads, railroads, flumes, tunnels, tressels, and other features of historical interest
· A letter from the General Land Office instructing John Fitzhugh how to properly establish the Center ¼ Corner, dated May 16, 1879. (Straight lines from the quarter section corners to the point of intersection.)
 
CASE LAW:  This is a list of cases and rulings that may be of interest to Oregon Land Surveyor and is copied with permission, from the Yamhill County Surveyors site. http://www.co.yamhill.or.us/content/case-law


OTHER SURVEYOR’S NOTES:  We have the office files for some of the past local surveyors in the back room of the County Surveyor’s Office.  We are still working on getting them well indexed for ease of use, but in the meantime, you are welcome to use them if you have a particular problem that the notes may help with.  We have some from the following surveyors:

H. J. Newhouse – Office files and most of his field books
J. N Gearharts - relevant field book copies for Curry County
Jerry Swanson - files
Don Cormack – files
Neimi & Thorp – some of their files
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