Curry Property Owners Should Beware of Property Tax Scam


Curry County Assessor and Tax Collector Jim Kolen, is warning taxpayers of a potential scam that focuses on elderly property owners.


In this scam, property owners who are behind in paying their property taxes may receive letters or phone calls threatening foreclosure or financial lawsuits unless they sign over their property to an individual or company in return for a minimal payment. The letters and phone calls are often coercive in nature and contain false or misleading information about the status of a taxpayer’s property. 

In Oregon, counties may only foreclose on real properties three years after the taxes become delinquent. Prior to completing the foreclosure process the property owner is contacted numerous times via mail or personal service. A list of all properties subject to foreclosure is also published each year in July or August.


“We have not received any reports of this happening in Curry County,” Kolen reports. “However we want all citizens to be aware of the scam so they can protect themselves.”


Both Clackamas and Deschutes counties have reported that residents in those counties have received similar threats of foreclosure and legal action.

“We find that any scam preying upon people to be loathsome especially since they often target elderly or vulnerable citizens,” said Kolen. “We encourage anyone who is contacted about a foreclosure of their property by anyone other than their mortgage company or the County Assessor/Tax Collector’s Office, to contact this office for information of their property tax status.”
Some steps a taxpayer can take to help avoid a scam:

· Do not let a caller pressure you into taking immediate action.

· Ask for a caller’s contact information and tell them you will call them back. Verify the legitimacy of the number by doing your own research.

· Do not wire money or make payments over the phone.

· Do not give out personal financial information such as bank account, or social security numbers.

· Contact the Curry County Assessor/Tax Collector’s Office to confirm the status of your property at 541-247-3305. 
