Sheriff’s Advisory Board
January 28, 2015
Harbor Fire Hall 
Minutes

Members Present:  Ron Hedenskog, Karl Popoff, Jim Auborn, Cam Lynn, Cari Nelson, Jan Barbas, Sharon Eblen, Lonnie Sanborn, John Spicer.  In attendance were Sheriff John Ward, County Counsel Jerry Herbage, Lt. Mike Espinoza, Sgt. Joel Hensley, Sgt. John Ensley & Recorder, Pam Dickson.  15-20 citizens listened and provided comments.

Agenda Item #1:  January 21 minutes, Karl made the motion to approve the minutes, Jim seconded the motion, and all voted Aye.

Agenda Item #2:  Sheriff Ward yielded the floor to Cari Nelson who read a letter declaring her intention to resign from the Board, stating her conflicting feelings about the split rate and citizens ability to pay.  Lonnie Sanborn then read a letter he had prepared.  Lonnie said that he supported a fully funded Sheriff’s Office over bare bones funding, and that city residents need County Officers too. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sheriff Ward then presented to the Board, explaining new timelines he had been made aware of.  Specifically, that the Board of Commissioners needed to see the proposed figures for the May levy at their meeting on February 4th so that County Counsel Herbage would have time to prepare the Levy language and have it ready for the Boards consideration at their next meeting on February 18th.  Sheriff Ward informed the Committee that he had met with two Commissioners, who assured him of their support for placing the measure on the May Ballot.  Sheriff Ward provided a breakdown for a homeowner paying .59 per thousand, with an assessed value of 100K, 200K, 300K and 400K. The breakdown showed what county residents currently pay to support the entire county government including Law Enforcement and the Jail, $9.99.  Of that, $5.91 goes to support the Sheriff’s.  He compared that to $62.70 paid by Brookings citizens to support the city of Brookings, $38.93 paid by Gold Beach citizens to support the City of Gold Beach and $37.81 paid by the citizens of Port Orford to support the City of Port Orford.  Mayor Jim Auborn mentioned a recent police levy of $1.90, bringing Port Orford to $39.71.  Board members then discussed funding the current bare bones budget, noting that the lowest possible number would be easier to get support for.  Some Committee members said the goal was to fund a fully functional Sheriff’s Office, and that funding at the lower level was simply “kicking the can down the road.” Mayor Hedenskog noted that open discussion was Agenda Item #3, and that he would open the floor to public comment at this time.

Many of those present commented, with most supporting the proposed levy noting their trust in the Sheriff’s Office, and praising the response of Sheriff’s Deputies.  Others noted the difficulty in passing any levy because of trust issues with the federal government and county officials.  County Counsel Herbage was asked to assure them that monies voted would only fund the Sheriff’s Office.  He stated that the money could be used only for the Sheriff’s Office if that was what was stated in the levy language.

Agenda Item #3:    The Board openly discussed the prosed levy.  Mayor Popoff said that Law Enforcement in the county was necessary, and that tourism, essential to our economy could be destroyed if there was no Sheriff’s Office to respond.  Mayor Auburn suggested we move forward with the proposal funded at the 2014-2015 budget level, stating this levy was a temporary solution.  Sharon Eblen asked for the numbers for full staffing stating that she wanted someone there if she needed help.  Jan Barbas said that he was not comfortable with the status quo, and wanted officers to have competitive pay, adequate training and backup during dangerous calls.  Mayor Hedenskog stated that all citizens should pay for essential law enforcement services including the jail, and that the unincorporated areas should fund patrol in the unincorporated areas.  Cam Lynn asked “are all taxes created equal”?  No one wants to pay more in taxes, but if the community wants law enforcement it will cost more, while advocating for a fully funded Sheriff’s Office.  John Spicer felt that there might be insufficient time to consider an alternative budget proposal, unless there was another meeting before next Wednesday.  

Agenda Item 4.  Mayor Hedenskog suggested splitting the essential questions, separating “critical functions” of the Sheriff’s Office and Sheriff’s Patrol, creating two ballot questions.  Discussion ensued, and a poll of Board members was requested by Mayor Hedenskog.  All voted aye for a single ballot question with the exception of Mayor Hedenskog who voted no.

Agenda items 5 was postponed.

Agenda Item 6, The Sheriff was asked to bring the “whiteboard proposal”, which gave examples of a fully staffed, fully functional Sheriff’s Office providing many advantages including 24/7 Patrol coverage North, Central and South.  Jan, Lonnie, Cam, John Sharon and Mayor Popoff supported that proposal, while Mayor Hedenskog, Mayor Auborn, either preferred the bare bones proposal or were concerned there was insufficient time to consider another proposal.  The Committee decided there was a need for an additional meeting before February 4th, and at that meeting they would determine the amount asked for in the levy.

Agenda Item #7 postponed.

Agenda Item #8, The next meeting was set for Friday at 2:00 in Gold Beach.   It was discussed that Lonnie could not be present, but that he could vote by phone. 

Mayor Hedenskog adjourned the meeting at 3:05

